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tented disposition, and 'the calm philosophical habits of life
which pursue you, or rather which you pursue everywhere.
I allude to your description of the manner in which you pass
your days at Bath, when most women would hardly have
recovered from the fatigues of such a journey as you had been
taking. I am delighted to hear such pleasing accounts of
your William; I should like to see him, dear fellow; the
change of air does him infinite good, no doubt. I am very
glad you have got Jane a pianoforte; if anything can do her
good and restore her to industry, it is music. I think I gave
her all the music here; however, I will look again for what I
can find. I am angry with Shelley for not giving me an
account of his health. All that I saw of him gave me great
uneasiness about him, and as I see him but seldom, I am
much more alarmed perhaps than you, who are constantly
with him. I hope that it is only the London air which does
not agree with him, and that he is now much better; however,
it would have been kind to have said so.

Aunt Everina and Mrs. Bishop left London two days ago.
It pained me very much to find that they have entirely lost their
little income from Primrose Street, which is very hard upon them
at their age. Did Shelley tell you a singular story about Mrs. B.
having received an annuity which will makeup in part for her loss?

Poor Papa is going on with his novel, though I am sure it
is very fatiguing to him, though he will not allow it; he is not
able to study as much as formerly without injuring himself; this,
joined to the plagues of his affairs, which he fears will never
be closed, make me very anxious for him. The name of his
novel is Mandeville, or a Tale of the Seventeenth Century. I
think, however, you had better not mention the name to any
one, as he wishes it not to be announced at present. Tell
Shelley, as soon as he knows certainly about Longdill, to
write, that he may be eased on that score, for it is a great
weight on his spirits at present Mr. Owen is come to town
to prepare for the meeting of Parliament. There never was
so devoted a being as he is; and it certainly must end in his
doing a great deal of good, though not the good he talks of.